
Passing Strange Resources 
Identity Song & The Black One Character Appreciations 

At Portland Playhouse, we like to ensure our audience can access some of the 
resources we use for our production visuals. Therefore, we chose to source the 
materials via the internet and would like to share the links to the material as an 
informational journey for our audience. Please find the links to all the resources 
used for the Identity Song Backdrop below. Have fun viewing and reading "#$%&' 

The Black One 
You will notice the actors wearing the masks of some iconic Black American 
artists. The actors chose these artists to pay homage to their fantastic work and 
the incredible history of who they were. To learn more about these magnificent 
individuals, please click the links below. 

 

JOSEPHINE BAKER 

https://www.biography.com/artists/josephine-baker 

Please check out Josephine Baker's biography to learn more about her years as a 
spy and mother of adopted children, her journey through Europe, and her life in 
Paris, France. 



 

BILL ‘BOJANGLES’ ROBINSON 

https://www.biography.com/performer/bill-bojangles-robinson 

To learn more about the talented tap dancer and Broadway actor, check out his 
excellent biography at the link above. 

 

 

BERT WILLIAMS 

https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200038860/ 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Bert-Williams 

Learn more about Bert Williams's creative life by visiting the links above.  



Identity Song Visual References 

• Colonialism Word Image 
o https://i.ytimg.com/vi/jp3ClAYgyp8/maxresdefault.jpg 

• Captured Man Image 
o https://i.pinimg.com/originals/f5/cc/d7/f5ccd7a03e70dd1670983fc4

41a4097f.jpg 
• Slave Capture and Transport Image 

o https://revolutionandideology.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/SlaveCapture.png 

• Slaves Being Led through Africa 
o  https://www.northern-

times.co.uk/_media/img/4IR6XVC1JP4V2DTTFGUP.jpg 
• Transatlantic Slave Trade Map Image 

o https://d2jf00asb0fe6y.cloudfront.net/transatlantic-slave-
trade_01_2049cc29462014ebd2d47f2c7af8b834.jpg 

• Slave Ship Fredensborg II (1788) Image  
o  https://aoxoa.co/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Slave-Ship-

Fredensborg-II-1788_jpg.jpg 
• Diagram of the Brooks Slave Ship  

o https://www.worldhistory.org/image/13866/diagram-of-the-brooks-
slave-ship/ 

• Slave Transport Layout Image  
o https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/content-

images/05965etching.png 
• Captured Slaves on Ship Image  

o https://encyclopediavirginia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/4367hpr_1b00ad1ebe6e598-847x1024.jpg 

• Slaves Thrown off Ship Image 
o https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-black-african-slaves-thrown-

off-slave-ship-into-sea-slave-trade-and-175146188.html 
• Arrival in America Slave Being Beat Image  

o https://images.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/styles/focal_point_2_1/pub
lic/2020-01/arrival-in-americas-banner.jpg 

• Slave Family Separated Image  



o https://cropper.watch.aetnd.com/public-content-
aetn.video.aetnd.com/video-thumbnails/AETN-
History_VMS/21/159/SCREENERSSD2997_50366_History_Slavery_Or
igins_of_Slavery_in_America_SF_HD.jpg 

• Whipped Peter Image 
o https://www.history.com/news/whipped-peter-slavery-photo-

scourged-back-real-story-civil-war 
• Enslaved Blacks Picking Cotton Image  

o https://atlantablackstar.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/12/Enslaved-Blacks-picking-cotton.png 

• Slave Family Picking Cotton Image  
o https://cdn.history.com/sites/2/2014/01/slave-family.jpg 

• Children Picking Cotton Late 1800s Image  
o https://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-large/children-

picking-cotton-late-1800s-everett.jpg 
• Slaves Being Watched in Cotton Field image  

o https://s-i.huffpost.com/gen/2027386/images/o-SLAVERY-
facebook.jpg 

• Battle of Gettysburg Image  
o https://witnessinghistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Battle-

of-Gettysburg-2000x1202.jpg 
• Buffalo Soldiers Photo  

o https://nationaltoday.com/buffalo-soldiers-day/ 
• Because Colonialism Image  

o https://i.pinimg.com/originals/0e/37/65/0e3765871d5b4e83825ef83
f3c23cba0.png 

• Amos and Andy Cartoon Image 
o https://www.ferris.edu/_resources/ldpimages/.private_ldp/a120727

/production/master/42dfc976-2965-4e0d-9939-5bdb7b61a71e.jpg 
• Dumbo Crows Image 

o https://atlantablackstar.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/dumbo-
crows.jpg 

• Gay Heckle and Jeckle Image  



o https://i.pinimg.com/236x/53/e0/20/53e0200c98abb401e948dbc4b
04aaa50.jpg 

• Minstrel Show Poster Image 
o https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/wp-

content/uploads/2022/08/Minstrel_Poster2_f.jpg 
• Josephine Baker Image 

o https://www.discoverwalks.com/blog/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/26111522535_4ebcaebebe_c.jpg 

• Lynching Postcards Token of a Great Day Image  
o https://peabodyawards.com/wp-

content/uploads/2022/04/Lynching-Postcards-Token-of-a-Great-Day-
03-scaled.jpg 

• William Dorsey Swann – First Drag Queen in History (Former Slave)  
o https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-first-self-proclaimed-

drag-queen-was-a-formerly-enslaved-man-180982311/ 
• Postcard of Robert Marshall Lynching Image 

o https://collections.lib.utah.edu/dl_files/b2/5f/b25f94cc8a3c8906f3c
255870d3ec76767191a44.jpg 

• Bill Robinson and Shirley Temple Image 
o https://content.api.news/v3/images/bin/38470c7a3f8ef7c01d52bcf2

7a45702a 
• Black Man Lynching Image 

o https://p1.liveauctioneers.com/241/22187/7691260_1_x.jpg?auto=
webp&format=pjpg&quality=10&width=612 

• Bert Williams in Blackface Image  
o https://alchetron.com/cdn/bert-williams-a5066dd7-813f-4006-827e-

ac1ad8d9c99-resize-750.jpeg 
• Strange Fruit Lynching Image 

o https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=Awr92C9mgBl
mI50COSNXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNncTEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Bp
dnM-?p=lynching+postcard+images&fr2=piv-
web&type=E211US978G0&fr=mcafee#id=16&iurl=https%3A%2F%2F
media.npr.org%2Fassets%2Fnews%2F2010%2F08%2F06%2Flynch_wi



de-e5f3db3981908390959c32e0a836705492e16ee8-s1400-
c100.jpg&action=click 

• Hattie McDaniel as Mammy Image 
o https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/mammies/homepage.htm 

• Oregon Coon Chicken Image 
o http://www.skagitriverjournal.com/wa/king/business/AerialCoonPor

tland40s-Web4.jpg 
• Racism Chalk Image 

o https://epe.brightspotcdn.com/dims4/default/71aa898/2147483647
/strip/true/crop/7315x4964+313+0/resize/840x570!/quality/90/?url
=https:%2F%2Fepe-
brightspot.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fb9%2F93%2F437962a248b2915d9
a9a021a321a%2Fopinion-040921-29diamond-1140559864.jpg 

• Angel Food McSpade Image 
o https://www.ferris.edu/_resources/ldpimages/.private_ldp/a120727

/production/master/23ff2b96-8049-487e-bca8-c5630c6563d4.jpg 
• Elliott’s White Veneer Image  

o https://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2016/08/15/12/373FF81F00000578-
3741323-image-a-6_1471261022740.jpg 

• Hate Word Image  
o https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ml-

ulowu3og/Tqg7cBQq7pI/AAAAAAAAEqQ/NDUtnbyqFDs/s1600/4729
214-the-word-hate-bloody-on-black-background.jpg 

• Caste Approved  
o https://images.yourstory.com/cs/wordpress/2018/08/caste.png?fm=

png&auto=format 
• Death Word Image 

o https://png.pngtree.com/thumb_back/fh260/background/20220917
/pngtree-death---bloody-words-abstraction-scarlet-drop-photo-
image_3105849.jpg 

• Racist Word Image 
o https://arc-anglerfish-arc2-prod-

bostonglobe.s3.amazonaws.com/public/3Q73X7FGAEI6NDWOZEOA
W5TDCY.jpg 



• Concentration Camp Body Pile Image 
o https://www.history.com/news/auschwitz-concentration-camp-

numbers 
• Caste: The Origins of our Discontents 

o https://s3.amazonaws.com/sfc-datebook-wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2020/08/Caste-CROPPED-700x500.jpg 

• Caste in India Image  
o https://brewminate.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/090820-11-

History-India.png 
• Swastika Image  

o https://thelistlove.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/17-
1024x576.jpg 

• Hitler Saluting Troops Image 
o https://static01.nyt.com/images/2020/08/30/books/review/Fritzsch

e1/Fritzsche1-videoSixteenByNine3000.jpg 
• Berlin Wall Being Built Image 

o https://history.blog.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2021/07/Berlin-2-Wall-Demos-Potsdamer-
Platz-18-August-1961-1536x1212.jpg 

• Berlin Wall Image 2 
o https://www.young-diplomats.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/berlin-wall.jpg 
• Japanese Internment Camp Image 1 

o https://static01.nyt.com/images/2020/02/18/multimedia/18xp-
apology/18xp-apology-videoSixteenByNineJumbo1600.jpg 

• Japanese Internment Camp Image 2  
o https://static.cdn.turner.com/styles/scale_792/s3/2020-

10/japanese-internment-camp.jpg?itok=N-vrODPj 
• Japanese Internment Camp Children Photo 

o https://static01.nyt.com/images/2017/02/08/blogs/08-lens-lange-
slide-PN8E/08-lens-lange-slide-PN8E-superJumbo.jpg 

• Colonialism Word  
o https://i.ytimg.com/vi/4NEKgR6lYAg/maxresdefault.jpg 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Image  



o https://cdn.cnn.com/cnn/interactive/2018/04/us/martin-luther-king-
jr-cnnphotos/media/01.jpg 

• Civil Rights Violence (Man bit by dog)  
o https://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/shared/npr/styles/x_large/

nprshared/201811/193230258.jpg 
• Malcolm X Image  

o https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/malcolm-x 
• Civil Rights Water hose Violence Image  

o https://cdn.cnn.com/cnnnext/dam/assets/140407084518-restricted-
09-civil-rights-horizontal-large-gallery.jpg 

• Nina Simone Image  
o https://www.ninasimone.com/biography/ 

• Watts Riots Image 
o https://s.abcnews.com/images/US/gty_watts_riots_10_kb_150811_

19x14_1600.jpg 
• Bayard Rustin Image  

o https://www.biography.com/activists/bayard-rustin 
• Watts Riots Image 

o https://hammer.ucla.edu/fileadmin/media/programs/2015/Summer
_2015/8.9.15Forum.watts-2.jpg 

• John Lewis Nashville Mugshot Image 
o https://wpln.org/wp-

content/uploads/sites/7/2019/05/John_Lewis_Nashville_mugshots_
02.png 

• Civil Rights Violence 1963 Birmingham Image 
o https://cdn.aarp.net/content/dam/aarp/politics/events-and-

history/2018/02/1140-civil-rights-movements-1963-birmingham.jpg 
• James Baldwin Image  

o https://www.biography.com/authors-writers/james-baldwin 
• Stonewall Image  

o https://cbsnews1.cbsistatic.com/hub/i/2014/06/27/bbbf63d3-ed5f-
400b-92f8-052f502cd8aa/stonewallii.jpg 

• Homophobia Word Image 



o https://ichef.bbci.co.uk/onesport/cps/976/cpsprodpb/155B/producti
on/_89976450_89976449.jpg 

• Liberation Word Image 
o https://i.discogs.com/M2nPlpQ8EZzxcrS7SrXeY6QUvjYtqa043rGJuhB

SyHE/rs:fit/g:sm/q:90/h:607/w:600/czM6Ly9kaXNjb2dz/LWRhdGFiYX
NlLWlt/YWdlcy9SLTE1MzQ3/NC0xNDkxMjE1NTI3/LTY3NDMuanBlZw.
jpeg 

• Jimmie Hendrix Star Spangled Banner Image 
o https://res.cloudinary.com/jerrick/image/upload/fl_progressive,q_au

to,w_1024/5effba86f94017001c1ddae8.jpg 
• Blackface Image 

o https://black-face.com 
 


